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Rodney Fuller 01883 652155 President 
Kim Deakin 020 86512481 Chairman 
Michala Blackburn 01883 650178 Vice Chairman 
Bob Kirk 01883 652028 Treasurer 
Helen Burrows 01372 363068 Membership 
Sian Evans 01959 564953 Secretary 

Members  
Chris Zahner  Advertising 
Jane Fane 01883 347180 XC Practice Days 
Nick Fuller 01883 650244 Mock Hunts 
Mary Gee-Smith 01322 383572 Schedules 
Debbie Norris 01474 745512 Newsletter 
David Wickham 01883 652119 Mock Hunts 
Sian Littledyke 07812 457180 Teams/Clinics 
Jean Bywater  Teams 
Kelle Fry 07528 942968 Website 
Tom Deakin 020 86512481 Website/Merchandising 
Judy Bartram 01883 653121  
Ted Blackburn 01883 650178  
Lyn Palmer 07941302835  
Jo Matthews 01342 893892  

 

Well autumn appears to be settling in fairly fast ς thereΩs a brisk chill in the air 
this morning.  

With the One Day Event successfully out of the way, we only have our 
September show jumping show on the 26th before we are into the full swing 
of the hunt season. Check out the show jumping schedule at the back of the 
newsletter to enter. 

To any of our members that havenΩt checked out our hunting days do come 
along, they attract many riders from all around the area and are good fun 
days out for you and your horse. BeginnerΩs days always have options to 
fences and are a great introduction... 

If anyone has photos or articles to submit, send to djnorris77@gmail.com  

Debbie. 

mailto:djnorris77@gmail.com
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NEW ARRIVAL 
RICHARD JAMES 

I thought IΩd open the newsletter with 
this lovely announcement: 

This handsome little chap was born 5lb 
8oz after a 30 hour labour (poor Sarah 
really went through the mill). Still, 
both were safe and well which is the 
main thing.  

He is gorgeous, named after grandad 
Richard James, but still known as 
sproglet!  

 From  
Jane Birch

 

CONTINUING THE BABY THEMEΧ 
There is nothing like mum's lap 
no matter who you are...  These 
lovely photos were taken of a 
newborn foal of Taskin, Gypsy 
Stallion owned by Villa Vanners, 
Oregon. 
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These pictures were immediately after his birth on April 6. His mum lay down 
and then he trotted around and crawled right up into her lap. Talk about 
Mummy love! J 

 

MOCK HUNTS 
²ŜΩǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ BeginnerΩs Mock Hunt of 
the Season on Sunday 27th September at 
Warren Barn Farm...  This is a great 
opportunity for those new to mock hunting 
to give it a try. The group is friendly with 
optional routes to the obstacles, the 
huntsmen will be only too happy to meet 
new faces alongside the regular enthusiasts 
on the day.   

There is another Mock Hunt scheduled on 
29th November at Kennel Farm, a change of 
scenery and a very popular venue. 

 The Drag Hunt will be at Warren Barn Farm 
with their hounds on 24th October if you 
want to take part in this faster paced sport.  
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AGM 
FRIDAY 20TH NOVEMBER 2009 

The date for the WDHC Annual General Meeting has been set for Friday 20th 
NovemberΧ put it in your diaries, more details to follow or keep an eye on 
the website for further notices.

 

SHOW JUMPING SHOW 
26TH SEPTEMBER 2009 

The Autumn Show Jumping show schedule can be found at the back of this 
newsletter. Alongside the seasonal jumping classes the feature class will be a 
Puissance contest. Check out the website for further detailsΧ 

 Volunteers needed on the 
24th September to help set 
up. If you have some spare 
time to come and help set 
up the main ring and warm-
up arenas, please ring 
07949 38534 to offer your 
services. All volunteers are 
warmly welcome and 
without your support we 
canΩt run our events.  

 

KENT COUNTY SHOW TEAM REPORT 
18 JULY 2009 

For once this wasnΩt an early start...  Result!  Our team of four, which was 
reduced to three after a riding accident the previous evening, was entered 
into the 1.0m Riding Clubs Team Class; due to start at 4.30pm.  The class was 
one round against the clock with a jump-off only if two teams finished on 
equal faults and time. 
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The warm-up area was chaotic to say the least.  We had been kicked out of 
our grass warm-ǳǇ ŀǊŜŀ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƧǳƳǇŜǊǎέ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
arena, but also decided that they would use our re-allocated sand warm-up 
area too and insisted on being completely rude and putting up the practice 
fences to five foot height.  Not good for our confidence, but hey ho, we dealt 
with it. 

First in was Grace with Lara (Diamond Dignity), who decided to be a little 
headstrong and gave Grace a lively and exciting clear round. 

Next came Mary and Dillon (The Poacher), who had been a complete pain all 
week. Mary was very nervous and Dillon jumped but got a cricket score of 24 
jumping faults and 10 time penalties. 

bƻ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ aƛŎƘŀƭŀΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘǊƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǎŎƻǊŜΣ 
having only 3 in the team, instead of 4.  Jack took a disliking to two fences and 
was eliminated. 

That was the end of our class.  We waited around, as they were also doing 
individual placings to see if Grace and Lara had been placed, but 
unfortunately they ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ Ŧŀǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΦ 

So no trophies or rosettes, but a good practice for Hickstead and Felbridge.  

Jean

 

LONGINES ROYAL 

INTERNATIONAL HORSE 

SHOW HICKSTEAD  
26 JULY 2009 

I was spoilt by the remarkably 
late start at the Kent County 
Show the previous Saturday. 
This time I was up at 4.30 am to 
feed my lot at 5 am and then 
drive around to pick Rosie 
Osborne and Jess up from their 
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yard at 6 am.   

Oh joy, up with the sparrows again.   

The Riding clubs ǘŜŀƳΩǎ class consisted of 100 clubs, jumping 1 team member 
at 0.85m, 1 team member jumping at 0.95m and 1 team member jumping at 
1.05m.  All jumping one round against the clock, the team with the least 
faults and fastest cumulative time was to be the winner.  We had entered 
four teams of three.    

!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ лΦурΩǎ ƧǳƳǇŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ лΦфрΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ the 
мΦлрΩs... (keep up at the back, there will be a quiz at the end!) 

As luck would have it, our teamΩs jumping orders were drawn 6th, 28th, 54th 
and... ȅŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǘΧ 100th team to jump! Jumping started at 8.00 
am and finished at 5.30 pm, we were there for the lot. 

There were lots of spills and falls on very sloping and sticky ground.  Lots of 
combinations were eliminated at the first fence, which was a spread with 
fillers on rising ground (knocking out at least 40 horses).  We also had two 
fallers; happily both horses and riders were completely unscathed. 

Best result from our teams goes to Sian Littledyke on Hayselden Xanthe, who 
jumped a brilliant and breathtaking clear round in 58.29 (one of the fastest 
times of the day and neither her mum nor I could look, she was going that 
fast). 

Best effort of the day goes to Rosie Osborne and Jess, who jumped the 1.05m 
round.  Rosie was very nervous, Jess was the smallest pony jumping at that 
height and Rosie the youngest rider in the round at 14 years old (and a last 
minute replacement in the team).  They got 8 faults, but tried their hearts out 
for their team under tremendous pressure. 

Let me not forget to mention everyone else who gave it their all (and they 
really did): 

Kim Deakin and Emmie: 4 faults at 0.95m (an unlucky pole). 

Mary Gee Smith and Dillon: 4 faults at 0.95m (he was a good boy today and 
tried his best). 

Serena Fox and Jester: 4 faults at 0.85m (another unlucky pole). 
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Clare Shepherd and Maverick: 8 faults at 0.95m (laughed as she rolled the 
first pole, then enjoyed the rest of her round ς good girl). 

Livi Painter and Dutch Spirit: 8 faults at 1.05m (Poor girl jumped 300th in the 
rain on really, really bad ground). 

Annette Murphy and Blue: 12 faults at 1.05m (on really sticky churned up 
ground). 

DǊŀŎŜ hΩ5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ ŀƴŘ [ŀǊŀ: an uncharacteristic 50 faults at 1.05m from a 
nasty fall at fence 4 (when Lara decided to say no thank you to the ground 
and the fence). 

Janice Rickell and Jimmy: 50 faults at 0.95m (That first fence did not agree 
with Jimmy). 

Vicky Baker and Quantum Leap: 50 faults at 0.85m (lost stirrups, but refused 
to dismount until in front of the judgesΩ box, then slid off the side gracefully). 

Vicky Dixon-Wright and Fred: 50 faults at 0.85m (two unfortunate stops). 

Throughout all of this excitement (and some very boring lulls in the action 
too), Chris Zahner was there as Assistant Chef 5Ω9ǉǳƛǇŜ. Keeping everyone on 
track for their jumping order, putting up practice fences and generally settling 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƴŜǊǾŜǎΦ.. not to mention getting me a cup of tea!  Chris gallantly 
offered his services after his horse was not able to compete; so a huge thank 
you to Chris for his sterling efforts from everyone in the teams and especially 
from me.   

Finally! ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎΦ  
Everyone supported each other, watched each other jump and cheered each 
oǘƘŜǊ ƻƴΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ŀǎ /ƘŜŦ 5Ω9ǉǳipe, with team members who give it their all and 
support each other, no matter what.      

Roll on Felbridge (jumping qualifiers for Lincoln finals) next Sunday 2 August. 

IŜǊŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎΧΧΦ 

Jean
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FOR SALE 
Rugs galore! Get ready for winter: Stable rugs 5Ω6έ ς 6Ω6έ; also 2 New 
Zealands.  

Metal feed store ς twin compartment (36έ x 28έ x 22έ). 

Tel: 01883 627405

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 

A dog looks up to a man,  
A cat looks down on a man,  

But a patient horse looks a man in the eye and sees him as an equal.  

 -- Anon 


