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Hopefully you’re all getting out and enjoying the most of the weather before it runs away… not long to wait for the longest day now. 
Important notice – our One Day Event has been moved to the 10th August. Please make sure you change your diary dates!

There’s an exciting announcement from Warren Barn Chasers – take a look and see if you’d like to take part in their July event. It promises to be exciting and sounds like a great fun challenge.

Enjoy! 

Debbie.
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It’s always lovely to hear from our members, especially if you’ve particularly enjoyed one of our events as it really gives a boost to the hard working volunteers who try to ensure we all enjoy a fun safe day out.

WDHC Pleasure Ride

Well another year over and I can now breathe a sigh of relief.

I’m not really an organizer but being on the committee everyone takes a turn to spread out those jobs. Well I survived and I am very glad that I haven’t got to start thinking about it again for a while.

This year the weather was fantastic, which was a huge relief as no one wants unhappy people around and the moods can fray when under pressure.

This year we agreed on two charities; the Chase Hospice for terminally ill children and the Surrey Air Ambulance - both very deserving charities that through our support will be able to be there for us should we ever need their support!
I would like to say a big thank you for all those who volunteered to help at this event, as without them it could not be possible to run these days and raise the money that we did. All help is very much appreciated especially those that contact us to volunteer as it is one less job for the organisers to do... you will always be made welcome!
I was very pleased that so many of you entered for the ride and seemed to enjoy their day out as you can see from the lovely feedback we’ve had. Only a few riders got ‘lost’ when they decided to follow the horses they could see above them on the hill effectively cutting off part of their ride!

Thank you for all the positive feedback I got, it makes the chore of organising really worthwhile as at the end of the day were doing it for you to have a good day out whilst raising much needed funds for the charities!

Speaking of funds, we made a massive total of nearly £2000.00 from the 170 riders who rode on the day, keeping us very busy.

One of the problems I had with organizing the ride was the number wanting to go early in the morning. This option can only be given on a first come first serve basis, otherwise there would be a mass cavalry charge start in the morning – more memorable than pleasurable I think!
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Please take this into account when entering next year... the early entrant gets the early start.
 This brings me sadly to a couple of riders who didn’t like the time they were given. They were told, as was everyone who found themselves in this situation, that we would try and send them off earlier if we had space. Instead of letting us know that this didn’t suit them, they just cancelled the cheques and sent a letter a week later to say that they didn’t like the time given and had family coming over, so had just not turned up!

Unfortunately a cancelled cheque is charged at around £12.00 each – considering entry was only £15.00 a head it seems rather mean and uncharitable to cancel the donation monies in order to save £3! Let’s hope they will never need to call on these charities!
I’m glad to say that the majority of you are far more generous with your time and money – extra donations are always welcome, and many do contribute their bib deposit with a beaming smile having had such a great day out on the Downs. So Thank You ALL! See you next year we hope! 

Michala
Eventer’s Challenge
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Once again what a fantastic event! Congratulations to all the runners and riders on the day and as always – massive thanks to Jane and her super-team of volunteers who run this popular event so well each year. Those of us that turned up to jump judge, score, secretary etc were well rewarded with a lovely day at Warren Barn and a fabulous lunch. It’s worth volunteering just to experience the culinary delights in the committee room! 
There was a small technical glitch for the announcement of the second class results – this was due to a minor error in the notation of the timings – the first few had been written in minutes and seconds, the remainder in seconds… so you can imagine that at first glance those going round in 3 m 25 s looked like 325 seconds to the judges who had been converting the times – (that’s 205 secs for those mathematically challenged!). Those riders that had charged round the course like greased lightning however raised objections when it looked like they weren’t even placed, the error was soon spotted and the results re-counted. Sorry, but even the best of teams can make mistakes… we hope it didn’t spoil anyone’s experience of the day.
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The weather held fine, and the ground was pretty much perfect having suffered a fair hammering rain the day before. The course ground was beautifully prepared by Nick and some strapping lads – jump lugging, grass cutting, bunny-hole filling and marking that resulted in a great inviting course; which was then superbly decorated by the crack team of Sian and Kelle – including little rubber ducks on the water tray – it looked smashing! A word to the wise, it does help to walk the course first, as a number of people did sadly get eliminated for missing fences on the XC section. 
The show jumping course was beautifully designed (thanks as ever to Clare and her wonderful helper Alfie for doing the honours with the SJ phase!) to present a good challenge of control, whilst providing some interesting fast lines for the brave – or is that the mad Kelle? 

There are always two main bogeys that seem to catch people out – the first is leaving the SJ arena and heading up to the first XC fence; always a challenge, even for some of our more experienced competitors. The second is remembering to regain control in time to face the remaining show jumps having had fun charging over the solid XC fences!!! It makes a great spectator sport, and judging by the numbers of entries this event pulls in each year, it is great fun for the riders too. Indeed it is well worth entering this event early, as those that were hopeful of late-entry found out to their disappointment… it’s all full up!
The other favourite spectator sport was watching Carlos the photographer sprinting between the show jumping and cross country courses to get some superb shots of our competitors. He was getting his timing pretty good towards the end of the day, and we’re so pleased we could contribute to his keep fit plan! Please do visit the Visualise website to take a look at the great photos that are taken at our events – we know many of you do appreciate to have a special memento of your day. Visit www.visualise.uk.com for more details.

Congratulations to all the riders that took part in this year’s Eventer’s Challenge. For some there are rosettes and the buzz of winning the class, for others the challenge is getting past a bogey fence, or finding the brakes on their very excited horses as they are allowed to gallop over the rolling downs! For each rider there is always their own personal challenge in entering any competition, and there will always be something to take home to learn from for next time… which is why the policy with the first class is to let competitors continue to tackle the course even if they do have one too many refusals. Remember there is always another day to compete; even better why not come along to one of our Cross Country training days or jumping clinics to brush up on riding techniques and let your horse have a chance to see different fences in a different environment without the pressure of competition. 


ARE YOU READY FOR THE CHALLENGE?
Warren Barn Farm in Woldingham is well known for its safe wide open spaces, good going and varied cross country course.  The farm became a UK Chasers venue in 2005 and is running the first UK Chasers Challenge in the South East on Sunday July 27th – winners qualify for The Challenge final in September.

What is the UK Chasers Challenge?
The UK Chasers Challenge competition is unique to UK Chasers & Riders. It is open to every rider at every level and is non-competitive in the sense that it is not the fastest horse that wins, thereby giving everyone a fair chance. The Challenge is designed to test cross country skills, control and judgment of horse and rider. 
The competition involves:
· Cross Country Jumping Section -   jumping round a cross country course over a variety of jumps  

· Class 1 Novice 2’6”  

· Class 2 Pairs 2’6”  

· Walking Section   -   250 metres 

· Gate Section  - open and shut a gate 

· Show jumping Section   - no more that 6 show jumps 
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 The whole competition is timed, penalties will incur for refusals or omitting fences, dislodged show jumps, breaking out of walk in the walk section or omitting to close the gate.
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 NO Rider will be eliminated but could be asked to move on to next obstacle.


THE CATCH!?!
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 There will be a bogey time already sealed in an envelope and the winner is the nearest to the time!   The time will be set at a sensible pace to allow time for obstacles and distance to be covered safely - the speed of travel will be between 238 and 277 metres per minute.
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 For the serious people: Full details of the course length and all compulsory elements will be available on arrival.  Entrants must then use their skill and judgment allowing for ground conditions etc to assess the bogey time!
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 For the fun people – just have a go and enjoy it! 

For more information on the UK Chasers Challenge go to www.ukchasers.com and for further information on riding at Warren Barn Farm please call 01883 650244 or e-mail warrenchasers@tiscali.co.uk
Quote of the Month
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Violence begins where knowledge ends 
– Abraham Lincoln


Warren Barn Farm
Woldingham, Surrey 

We are outside the TFL Low emission zone

29th June – Pleasure Ride – 6 or 8 mile ride in glorious downland countryside.  No roads, approx 25 optional jumps – including water

27th July – NEW TO THE SOUTH EAST “The UK Chaser Cross Country Challenge” suitable for every rider at every level!  A unique competition designed to test cross country skills, control and judgement of horse and rider – but non-competitive in the sense that it is not the fastest horse that wins giving everyone a fair chance! For further details go to www.ukchasers.com 

Please send SAE for schedules to The Secretary, 6 Church Road, Woldingham, Surrey, CR3 7JX– or for further details please call 01883 650244 or e-mail warrenchasers@tiscali.co.uk 


Horse for Sale

15.3hh bay mare, rising 7 by Mr H – Belgian Warmblood.  
Bold jump, good to box, shoe and in traffic.  Lives in or out.  For sale due to lack of time.  Some tack/rugs available. Excellent trial facilities
Please call 07854 040657 or 07962 365759 


Ring 2 Riding Rules!

A quick polite notice to all members taking advantage of Ring 2 which is open over the summer months for your use. Please ensure you observe the following both for safety, and to ensure that members retain their privileges that you pay for:

· No lone jumpers – obvious one for safety reasons

· Always carry your BRC card – only WDHC members are allowed to use Ring 2, and we can’t be expected to know you all by sight alone. Carry your proof!

· Ensure you always wear appropriate safety gear, including an up-to-standard riding hat, a vest is advisable if you’re working with a youngster, and check your tack – girth, leathers, bridle etc for any nicks or wear.

Safe riding to all our members. Remember you can take along an instructor to make the most out of your sessions… enjoy!

WDHC would like to thank our 2008 Sponsors:
	Beechwood Riding School

Set in the beautiful North Downs in Woldingham.
	Offer a wide variety of lessons for beginners to advanced. Pony parties for that special day. 

www.beechwoodridingschool.co.uk
	01883 342266


	Caterham Automobile Repairs
	Geoff Fane
	01883 347180

	Christian Cars

www.christiancars.co.uk
	For all MOTs & Vehicle Servicing

12 The Crescent, Woldingham


	01883 653277

01883 653274

	Church Farm Services


	Quality Haylage, fencing and paddock maintenance

warrenchasers@tiscali.co.uk
	01883 650244

07988 9097114

	Farchynys Stud

Terry Thacker

www.farchynys.co.uk
	Welsh Ponies and performance horses

Quality Hay
	01959 565916

07956 801104

	Horse Around – Mobile Tack Shop
	We can come to you at your local show or yard
	Contact Trudi:

0208 6606321

	Homecroft Cavendish

Independent Financial Services


	Offer clear concise & jargon free advice, on mortgages, pensions Investments.

Call for a free no obligation consultation.

www.homecroftcavendish.co.uk
	Tel:

 01737 356244

Fax:

 01737 355610



	Hugo Paine

Instructor 

schmerzie@yahoo.co.uk
	Will help with schooling and bringing on of horses

Individual and group lessons given


	Mobile: 

07950 328087

Tel: 

01883 715328

	Kendall Decorators
	Specialist Interior and Exterior Decorating Services. Free Estimates, Local Business
	Contact Ian:

01883 650131

07760 131463

	Lincoln Stud
	Michaela Tomlinson BHSI

For all levels of instruction for horse & rider
	01883 623499

07831 838725

	Mobile Caterer

Phil Tash
	For parties, private and outdoor events
	01273 832887

	Rovertow

Trailer Specialists

Specialising in Ifor Williams.


	New and 2nd-hand trailers for horse and commercial use. Trailer Servicing – based in Warlingham
	Contact Peter:

01883 625444

Fax:

01883 623849

	Visualise Photographers
	www.visualise.uk.com
	Contact Carlos

07850 352806

	Woldingham Saddlers

Master Saddler & Tack Shop
	Full Workshop facilities for all repairs and bespoke leather goods made by Master Saddler. 

Tack Shop for every day purchases for Horse & Rider
	01883 652255


If you’d like to sponsor WDHC, supporting our events and reaching hundreds of local members and visitors every year, please contact Ted Blackburn on 01883 650178
Upcoming Events:

	Date
	Event
	Location

	5th April
	Lucy Thompson Event Clinic
	---now full---

	13th April
	Hunter Trials*
	Warren Barn Farm

	5th May
	Charity Pleasure Ride
	Warren Barn Farm

	18th May
	Eventer’s Challenge*
	Warren Barn Farm

	24th May
	1st in Summer SJ Series
	Warren Barn Farm

	15th June
	Annual Show*
	Warren Barn Farm

	22nd June
	BRC Horse Trials Qualifier
	Borde Hill

	5th July
	2nd in Summer SJ Series
	Warren Barn Farm

	6th July
	BRC SJ Qualifier
	Felbridge Showground

	30th Aug
	Final Summer SJ Series
	Warren Barn Farm

	6th Sept
	XC Practice Day
	Warren Barn Farm



*Volunteers required for marked event and for set-up the day before. Please contact event organiser for further details, and learn how much fun it can be to help out at our events.








Dear WDHC,


 Thank you so much for helping my daughter Sophie overcome great nerves and complete the pleasure ride this year.  The whole family had a wonderful time and Sophie said she had the BEST DAY OF HER LIFE!


 This event was extremely well organised and as ever the team worked tirelessly and really deserve lots of appreciation and a massive hug. 


 At all the WDHC events we have attend with Sophie and her pony Tinkerbell (both aged 10) we have found everyone so friendly and encouraging. Sophie is a different rider this year and a lot of her confidence has come from your team/events.  


 We would especially like to thank Kim who Sophie has become very fond of.  Kim deserves as many rosettes as Sophie has won as I am sure she puts in as much effort running round and chasing Tinkerbell when she has been naughty.


 Sophie and her 7 friends that did the pleasure ride jumped most of the jumps and it was wonderful to watch them all at the Water!


 Thank you again so much and for helping my daughter achieve her dreams.


 Karen McGee-Brett.








Hi had a fab time and felt the ride was very good value for money - jumps were great - not too scary for the "lost nerve" riders - weather was fab - will put in diary for next year


Thanks


Emma House











