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Rodney Fuller 01883 652155 President 
Kim Deakin 020 86512481 Chairman 
Michala Blackburn 01883 650178 Vice Chairman 
Bob Kirk 01883 652028 Treasurer 
Helen Burrows 01372 363068 Membership 
Sian Evans 01959 564953 Secretary 

Members  
Chris Zahner  Advertising 
Jane Fane 01883 347180 XC Practice Days 
Nick Fuller 01883 650244 Mock Hunts 
Mary Gee-Smith 01322 383572 Schedules 
Debbie Norris 01474 745512 Newsletter 
David Wickham 01883 652119 Mock Hunts 
Sian Littledyke 07812 457180 Teams/Clinics 
Jean Bywater  Teams 
Kelle Fry 07528 942968 Website 
Tom Deakin 020 86512481 Website/Merchandising 
Judy Bartram 01883 653121  
Ted Blackburn 01883 650178  
Lyn Palmer 07941302835  
Jo Matthews 01342 893892  

 

Here at last. Sorry for the delay in getting the summer newsletters out to you 
ς there has been a spate of missing deadlines both for submission, and 
latterly me finding the time to put this newsletter together. Thank you for 
your pŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳǎΣ 
and the adventures of Grace and Lara at the Festival of the Hunter.  

At the back of this newsletter you will find the One Day Event schedule ς with 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řay out, entries close late August. If you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŀƴŎȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
pull off, and many hands make light work. There is also a membership 
renewal form at the very back ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ IŜƭŜƴ ōy the end of 
September. 

If anyone has photos or articles to submit, send to djnorris77@gmail.com  

Debbie. 

mailto:djnorris77@gmail.com
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FESTIVAL OF THE HUNTER, ASTON LE WALLS 
30TH /31 ST MAY 2009 

In October last year, Lara and I won the individual competition at the Area 11 
Hunter trials qualifier, Matfield. This was extremely exciting as I have always 
wanted to go to a Riding Club Championship, especially Festival of the 
Hunter.   

On Friday 29th May we set off on the drive up to Aston le Walls, situated on 
the Warwickshire, Northamptonshire and Oxfordshire bƻǊŘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ т ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ Ǉƻƴȅ Ŏƭǳō ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
on a different horse in Cranbrook! Once everything was on board the lorry 
and the horse was in, we set off.  

We thought the journey should be ok as we were going to hit the M25 after 
the rush-ƘƻǳǊΧΦΦǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ IŀƭŦ ǿŀȅ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ aнр ǿŜ Ƙƛǘ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƧŀƳΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜƭŀȅ ƻǳǊ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
overnight stabling until 
10.30pm, all the other horses 
were already there so we quickly 
put her to bed and drove to the 
B&B just a couple of miles down 
the road.  

Saturday was an early start as I 
haŘƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘ Ƴȅ ǘŀŎƪ ƻǊ 
plaited, and we had entered the 
Working hunter horse class 
starting at 9am. Once we were 
ready we set off to get Lara. We 
quickly plaited her and drove to 
the showground which was 
luckily only 10 minutes drive 
away. We did a beautiful show 
jumping round, very slow and 
controlled and she was jumping 
really nicely but sadly we took 
off too far away from the 
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penultimate fence which was a large spread and had the back pole down. 
With 30 in the class and not many people going clear we hung around to see 
if we were called back in, but sadly they had 9 clear and we werŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
running. That afternoon however, when the results were posted I discovered 
we were placed 10th with the highest jumping score of all the 4 faults (they 
give marks for style). So we got a lovely big rosette! 

We had an early night on Saturday to recover from our early start, and on 
Sunday ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ н ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ so we were 
quite relaxed. We arrived at the showground fairly early as I had to walk the 
cross country and the show jumping courses.  

Due to little differentiation between the scores they decided to put a show 
jumping phase in before the 
cross country to make it 
more difficult. I watched a 
couple of rounds and people 
seem to be getting time 
faults for going too slowly on 
the show jumping and then 
too fast on cross country. 
When I came to do the show 
jumping I decided our best 
chance was to keep it 
controlled whilst cutting 
corners. Unfortunately, I 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ show jump in a Pelham and ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ a lot of steering, 
leaving me unable to cut corners. We therefore ended up clear with two time 
faults.  

We went straight onto the cross country. When we got to the second fence 
Lara spooked at a man sitting on a scaffolding tower recording the cross 
country round (charging £55 for the DVD!), positioned right next to fence. 
This sight absolutely terrified her, and unable to move her forward I had to 
cross my tracks to continue with the cross country. This time we flew over the 
second fence and continued around the rest of the course without any 
problems, including jumping the Aintree fence in real Aintree style according 
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to the commentary. The course consisted of ditches, banks, water, corners 
and many others with lots of colourful flowers as well.  

Overall a great weekend was had, the weather was glorious and we gained 
very positive results. Many thanks, to Jean Bywater for organising the stabling 
and the entries. 

DǊŀŎŜ hΩ5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ 

 

COAKHAM BLOODHOUNDS ON YOU TUBE 
Watch Michala Blackburn as part of the Coakham Bloodhounds in the Inter 
Hunt Relay Team. 

First Day: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfO2ctwD514 

Second day where Sam the whipper-in had to change horses. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8Rkfm_WK98 

 

TEAMS REPORT 
BORDE HILL ONE DAY EVENT 28TH JUNE 2009 

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƭƭȅ ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ ŦŜŜŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
off down the M23 to Borde Hill and the fence judges Briefing at 9.30.  
Happily, my morning fence judging team of Michala Blackburn, Kate Brock 
and Richard Brock were there ahead of me and had everything sorted out 
(including the complicated stop watch timing system and the flag system).  
Off they went to man their fence. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BfO2ctwD514
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H8Rkfm_WK98
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Our entrants for the 
day were: - Alice Brock, 
riding Jimmy in the 
Junior Novice.  Jo Lord, 
riding Cheyenne Star 
(who the commentator 
insisted on calling 
Shane Star) and Jessie 
Horne, riding Emmerald 
Mr Bojangles in the 
Senior Novice and Kim 
Deakin, riding Emerald 
Isle in the Senior 
Intermediate. 

It was a sweltering hot day. The dressage passed with no dramas and 
everyone getting good and respectable scores.   

Tom Deakin and friend arrived to relieve the morning fence judges, so that 
Kate and Richard could watch Alice.  Thanks Tom, you both did a sterling job. 

Then came the show jumping. Jo jumped a text book clear round.  Jessie, 
unfortunately, rolled a pole coming down the home straight.  Alice and Jimmy 
ŦƭŜǿ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŎƭŜŀǊΦ  YƛƳΩǎ ǊƻǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ YƛƳ 
ǿŀǎ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘΣ ŀǎ 9ƳƳȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ άōƛƎ ƪƴŜŜέ ŀƭƭ ǿŜŜƪΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ƪƴƻŎƪ ŀǘ 
Eaglesfield.  Emmy jumped well, tapping a couple and finishing on 8 faults. 

Next was the bit everyone looks forward to or dreads the most.  The cross 
country course was not particularly complicated, but it was big and meaty!  
¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ Wƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜŘ ƛǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǘƻǊ ǇǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƘŜǊ 
style at virtually every fence and she went clear.  Jessie started off carefully, 
but by fence seven, she was flying, over 8, 9 and 10 and out of sight to 11.  
Then disaster at the picnic table at 11 and they fell.  There was a call put out 
for the vet and with that I hared over the course, as fast as my overheated, 
worn out legs would take me.  Luckily Emms had done no real damage, a 
knock to the knee and a small cut behind, but that was enough for him to 
ǊŜǘƛǊŜΦ  IŀǇǇƛƭȅΣ WŜǎǎƛŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǳƴƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΦ  !ƭƛŎŜΩǎ ǘǳǊƴ ŀƴŘ WƛƳƳȅ ǿŀǎ 
not in the mood.  He put in two dirty stops at the roll top in the warm up and 
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the same on the course, so Alice retired him.  Kim had a cracking round in the 
intermediate, (which was an even meatier course) with just one run-out at 
the corner fence. 

Results time and a good one for Jo.  She came 9th.  Well Done Jo. 

Many thanks to Michala Blackburn, Kate Brock, Richard Brock, Tom Deakin 
and friend (sorry! I forgot to ask his name) for doing a fantastic job fence 
judging. Also thanks to Mary Gee-Smith for helping the Area 11 ladies run the 
lorry park and coming to support us. 

Hickstead next! Watch this space 

Jean 

 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 

A horse loves freedom, and the weariest old work horse will roll on the 
ground or break into a lumbering gallop when he is turned loose into the 

open.  
 -- Gerald Raferty  

 


