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few weeks. Having spent the last three weeks in Aberdeen deep in snow for
Christmas | can only laugh at the vain hopes that were abounding in our
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to mostly have resolved itself into slush by 9akh.wellc it@ be horrid and

icy tomorrow
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forthcoming events and workshops and a summary of the last year.

Debbie.



HAIRMANS REPORT

AGM2009-11-18

As | began to write this report, |
thought that lwould have a
guick read of last years and m
goodness; we had crammed a
lot in that year! | think that we
had all felt the effects of that
and with that in mind, our
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Challenge would be enough,
together with all of the usual
events.

As always, we ran the Mock
Hunts during the winter months
if the weather was on our side
and more about this from Davic
in his report.
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| also took on the responsibility for the first tinb@ organise the Farmers
Dinner & Dance. For a change, we held it at the Selsdon Park Hotef'on 14
March. In contrast to other years, | decided to go for an individual menu
choice which, on hinsight had advantages and disadvantages. It was nice for
peope to choose their own food but feedback was that it slowed up the E
service. Other than that, | think most people had a good evening and cert@l;
by comments received afterwards, it seemed a popular venue. Anyway, | =
have booked it again! We will be going 03" March 2010 and | have S
managed to get an extension on the time until 1am and a £1 off the wine! =
The hotel have asked me to return to the set menu system so | will try and~
choose something to suit everyongke the following article for more details§
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So as tickets went like hot cakes last time, as soon as it is advertised, contact

me straight away if you want to come to the next one. V
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The first event of the season was the Hunter Trials held on Easter Sunday.
Despite the positive weather préction, this proved not to be the case as wei;
were engulfed in thick fog! Half a mile up the road was glorious sunshine
which was very frustrating. We even had to suspend the competition at one
point for health & safety reasons as visibility was so pooe. ddmpetitors

could not see where they were going let alone jump judges seeing their
numbers! Anyway, we got through the day without any accidents thankfully
and as always, many thanks to everyone who helped.

Again, the Pleasure Ride sported a fantastidecand the 2 charities who
benefited this year were Help for Heroes and Surrey Air Ambulance. Thank
you very much to Chris Zahner who organised this for the first time. Many
had a fantastic ride and enjoyed the opportunity to have a play over the
fences bo. | was stewarding the water jump and it was wonderful to hear the
screams of delight from riders having fun cantering through without the
pressure of competition.
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course looked hiliant and although entries were a little slow to come in to
start with, the classes were full by the actual day. Again, this is always an
event that receives positive feedback and this time was no exception.

The Show Jumping Show at the end of May agais well attended and the
atmospher
e between
competitor
s very

supportive

We had
made a
decision to
upgrade
our show
jumping

¢ fences and
& gradually




replace the wooden jumps with the considerably lighter and very smart jumps
from Jump for Joy. We now have tpua few but as they are expensive, We@
are getting a few aatime but they really do make a difference to the

courses.

The Annual Showt KA & A& YSEES 9 {AlyQa ol 6
last year as well but they do an amazing job of tfamaing WBF into a truly
professional showground consisting of a number of different arenas. There is
so much going on at any one time and they have their fingers on the button
continually. It is a huge event to organise with dressage on the Saturday and
Showing classes and Show Jumping on the Sunday. It takes much preparatio
and | know the pair of them had very little sleep during this time! It also takes
many volunteers and getting volunteers is another job in itself. | know | have
said this before too bt we cannot run any of our events without help and
always welcome people with open arms if they can spare just a few hours
before, during or after an event.

Anyway, the Annual Show was
very successful and very many
thanks to Kelle & Sian.
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The One Day Evewas next
which Jo Matthews runs with her’
eyes closed!! This was one of the<)
few events that | was not able to 5
be there for as | had a very
important runner competing in
the Bristol Half Marathon to
watch!!!

But | did help to prepare the
course so didef to see it
beforehand and both the S/J &
X/C looked great. Even though
the clear rounds on the X/C
course were lower than normal,
the day ran like clockwork and
both classes well attended which
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