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Rodney Fuller 01883 652155 President 
Kim Deakin 020 86512481 Chairman 
Michala Blackburn 01883 650178 Vice Chairman 
Bob Kirk 01883 652028 Treasurer 
Helen Burrows 01372 363068 Membership 
Sian Evans 01959 564953 Secretary 

Members  
Chris Zahner  Advertising 
Jane Fane 01883 347180 XC Practice Days 
Nick Fuller 01883 650244 Mock Hunts 
Mary Gee-Smith 01322 383572 Schedules 
Debbie Norris 01474 745512 Newsletter 
David Wickham 01883 652119 Mock Hunts 
Sian Littledyke 07812 457180 Teams/Clinics 
Jean Bywater  Teams 
Kelle Fry 07528 942968 Website 
Tom Deakin 020 86512481 Website/Merchandising 
Judy Bartram 01883 653121  
Ted Blackburn 01883 650178  
Lyn Palmer 07941302835  
Jo Matthews 01342 893892  

 

IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²5I/ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΗ IƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
ŀƭƭ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭƭȅ ǎƴƻǿȅ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
few weeks. Having spent the last three weeks in Aberdeen deep in snow for 
Christmas I can only laugh at the vain hopes that were abounding in our 
ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Ψǎƴƻǿ ŘŀȅΩ ƻŦŦ ǿƻǊƪκǎŎƘƻƻƭΦΦΦ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ 
to mostly have resolved itself into slush by 9am. Ah well ς itΩll be horrid and 
icy tomorrow! 

Luckily for me LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘhe weather, back to work 
tomorrow ς ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƛƳŜ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ New Year with news of 
forthcoming events and workshops and a summary of the last year. 

Debbie. 
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CHAIRMANΩS REPORT  
AGM 2009-11-18 

As I began to write this report, I 
thought that I would have a 
quick read of last years and my 
goodness; we had crammed a 
lot in that year! I think that we 
had all felt the effects of that 
and with that in mind, our 
ŦƛȄǘǳǊŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǘǊƛƳƳŜŘΩ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 
this year. We decided that one 
IǳƴǘŜǊ ¢Ǌƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ 
Challenge would be enough, 
together with all of the usual 
events.   

As always, we ran the Mock 
Hunts during the winter months 
if the weather was on our side 
and more about this from David 
in his report. 

I also took on the responsibility for the first time to organise the Farmers 
Dinner & Dance. For a change, we held it at the Selsdon Park Hotel on 14th 
March. In contrast to other years, I decided to go for an individual menu 
choice which, on hi-insight had advantages and disadvantages. It was nice for 
people to choose their own food but feedback was that it slowed up the 
service. Other than that, I think most people had a good evening and certainly 
by comments received afterwards, it seemed a popular venue. Anyway, I 
have booked it again! We will be going on 13th March 2010 and I have 
managed to get an extension on the time until 1am and a £1 off the wine! 
The hotel have asked me to return to the set menu system so I will try and 
choose something to suit everyone! See the following article for more details 
on the D&D. 

So as tickets went like hot cakes last time, as soon as it is advertised, contact 
me straight away if you want to come to the next one.  
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The first event of the season was the Hunter Trials held on Easter Sunday. 
Despite the positive weather prediction, this proved not to be the case as we 
were engulfed in thick fog! Half a mile up the road was glorious sunshine 
which was very frustrating. We even had to suspend the competition at one 
point for health & safety reasons as visibility was so poor. The competitors 
could not see where they were going let alone jump judges seeing their 
numbers! Anyway, we got through the day without any accidents thankfully 
and as always, many thanks to everyone who helped. 

Again, the Pleasure Ride sported a fantastic route and the 2 charities who 
benefited this year were Help for Heroes and Surrey Air Ambulance. Thank 
you very much to Chris Zahner who organised this for the first time. Many 
had a fantastic ride and enjoyed the opportunity to have a play over the 
fences too. I was stewarding the water jump and it was wonderful to hear the 
screams of delight from riders having fun cantering through without the 
pressure of competition.  

WŀƴŜ CŀƴŜ Ǌŀƴ ǘƘŜ 9ǾŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΗ ¢ƘŜ 
course looked brilliant and although entries were a little slow to come in to 
start with, the classes were full by the actual day. Again, this is always an 
event that receives positive feedback and this time was no exception. 

The Show Jumping Show at the end of May again was well attended and the 
atmospher
e between 
competitor
s very 
supportive
. 

We had 
made a 
decision to 
upgrade 
our show 
jumping 
fences and 
gradually 
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replace the wooden jumps with the considerably lighter and very smart jumps 
from Jump for Joy. We now have quite a few but as they are expensive, we 
are getting a few at a time but they really do make a difference to the 
courses. 

The Annual Show ς ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ YŜƭƭŜ ϧ {ƛŀƴΩǎ ōŀōȅ ǎƻ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘƛǎ 
last year as well but they do an amazing job of transforming WBF into a truly 
professional showground consisting of a number of different arenas. There is 
so much going on at any one time and they have their fingers on the button 
continually. It is a huge event to organise with dressage on the Saturday and 
Showing classes and Show Jumping on the Sunday. It takes much preparation 
and I know the pair of them had very little sleep during this time! It also takes 
many volunteers and getting volunteers is another job in itself. I know I have 
said this before too but we cannot run any of our events without help and 
always welcome people with open arms if they can spare just a few hours 
before, during or after an event. 

Anyway, the Annual Show was 
very successful and very many 
thanks to Kelle & Sian. 

The One Day Event was next 
which Jo Matthews runs with her 
eyes closed!! This was one of the 
few events that I was not able to 
be there for as I had a very 
important   runner competing in 
the Bristol Half Marathon to 
watch!!!  

But I did help to prepare the 
course so did get to see it 
beforehand and both the S/J & 
X/C looked great. Even though 
the clear rounds on the X/C 
course were lower than normal, 
the day ran like clockwork and 
both classes well attended which 


