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Spring has sprung; the grass has riz... what a lovely weekend. Even as | write
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This Easter weekend we have our Hunter Trials schedule® 1 Q &
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weather. Inded if anyone feels the need for an excuse to sit outside and soak
up some spring air, Kim would love to hear from you as she can always use
322R @2t dzyiSSNAR (2 2dzYLJ 2dzR3IS 2y S
might even get near the water with theopential for entertainment (sorry
competitors, you know the spectators love to see you take a tumble in the
drink)

Hope to see many of you out on the"...

Debbie.



FARMER®INNERS DANCHREPORP009

| volunteered to write this up as | have not been tDianer & Dance for a o
few years due to work commitments and as a previous organiser it was nice
to sit back, relax and enjoy it, appreciating the amount of hard work that goes
into it.

Firstly thanks to Jo Lord for helping to find us a new and lovely vehee
Selsdon Park Hotel, which was large enough to hold 240 of us plus room for :
Dance Floor and Band. She also helped with the successful raffle.

~ The choice of courses at a large
| formal dinner was a first, and
seemed to go down well.

& Everyone on myatble rather

[ \m\ f enjoyed the food, the service and
' the wine judging by the few
reported sore heads in the
morning!! | did hear that one table
had a rather nice waiter who
seemed to be constantly being

N

asked for additional glasses, knives to replace dropped etedut we shall
say no more about that!

The tables were beautifully decorated by Jo Matthews and her team of
helpers. Some of you may
have noticed the large silv
balloons in the shapes of
D H. There should have
been a silver C, but it
escaped frolw2 Qa R
Ellie and floated off over
the golf course whilst being
unloaded from the car,
much to her dismay!

Also thanks to our
Chairman Kim Deakin who
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did a marvellous job selling tickets, collecting menu choices and organising
the table plans; notd mention her speech and Hunt Photos slide show ¢
shown during coffeeAs she said in her speech, she has not organised
anything bigger than a Hunter Trial before now and so it was certainly her
biggest challenge for the club! | think that she is now @&t ieme terms

with most of the staff at Selsdon Park Hotel!!! | know that she would wish
¢2YQa yIYS G2 6S YSYyGA2ySR G22 & |
up all of the technical bits for her.

CKAAd &SIND& olYyR .26Yl y3s asEeelledttadd NJ
she has already booked them again for next yeatter dinner and a few

guick speeches, the dance floor was full all night, even overflowing onto the
adjacent free carpeted area, including poles (not that any of the committee
tried theirhand at Pole Dancing!)Also on hand for those wishing to chat and
catch up with old friends, were several adjacent bars and seating areas.

Thank you to Debbie Baird who gave a quick speech to represent the Farmer

and also to our President, Rodney Fulkdo presented Mike Potts with a

beautiful silver tankard engraved with his catch phrase (or at least one of

0 KSYHOU wYAo1 2y ZdMJuSIYHQ aAlS KI

Me - & =, | onthe Mock Hunt Sub Committee

St )\ -1 after 11 years and this was a token to
2 thank him for being such a great

4 ambassador for the club at the Mock

Hunts.

It was lovely to see everyone in their
finery, and not with flat hair, bits of
hay attached to their jods or any of
the usual complements to horse
riding. Lots of people seemeabt
enjoy having their photograph taken
by the professional photographer
present with their friends and
partners looking very glam. He was
certainly kept very busy for most of
iKS SOSYyAy3a YR AT
chance to get his details, his website



addresgs www.tealphoto.co.uk

Kim received some lovely texts and emails after the Dinner & Dance which
were very much appreciated and while | know that some people felt that the
drinks were a little on the priceyds, this clearly did not detract from a very
enjoyable evening! The feedback has been so positive that Kim is currently in
the process of booking for next year and is trying to negotiate a better deal
on the wine prices and also a later finish.

My thanksalso to Edina, for taking all the ribbing from Jo and myself about
not wearing her usual belt! Sorry Edina!

| hope everyone enjoyed themselves as much as | did; it was great to see so
many people there. It was clearly a great success and | look forwaekto
you at our next Farmers Dinner & Dance.

Mary Gee

BEGINNE®& MOCKHUNT

22N> MARCH2009

The last of the seasons hunts was a Begi@natrWarren Barn which fell on ac
lovely spring day with perfect weather if not a little hot under a hunt coat! -

Buildng up to this thee were some concerns on my part to wheould be
about i.e. Masterswith David Wickham on a very long holiday, Nick Fuller
trying to kill himself Team Chasing@hris Zahner withoutiade (and open
to suggestions!)Kim Deakin not wamg to take a fresh Emmy in front, Mick__g)
Potts with a bad back and Ted wanting to take an easier option withvidezz -,
pulls like a train.

01959 5619

wdhc.or

As you can see my options were getting very limited.

Well on the day John Wikl ¥ (G221 2 @S NJ Mick Rottdnaiel
it, even ifhe was a bit delicate and decidéalnot do much jumpingTed
Blackburn at the rear and a new Master for the day Jean Bywater on her
bay I/D who took position as Field Master.

.
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This was a great relief as she did a wonderfal.jdfnaving a pro to take over
was rather useful,ong K2 KIF & | f a2 KdzyGSR 6A 0K
know!!

I f 0K2dzZAK G0KS FTASEtR glayQd a oA3 |
first timers. Some of these had saitiey were told there was no amhill

work?! Forthosewh® 2 Yy QUG Yy 26 2 | NN Wf hillslandy G K
when you go up them at some point in time ymill have togo down them!

For this reasorwe made a concerted effort to walk down the hills before
setting off also allowinghoseat the back to get down before the up&few

of the fielddecidedii 2 G 1S GKSAN 2¢gy fdoywdla oK
when | found them at the top of a hill before the hounds!

As always the field should always stay behind the Field Master not just
because we know where e goingo dzi ¢S | faz2z (y26 6K
where wele allowed! Also on this poinif you do wish to call it a day at some
point during the hunt you need to let the Field Master knomdaonfirm
which way to go homéeswe do®R (i g yiG @&2dz G2 32 YA
need to know where you are).

But all in all we had a lovely day and a few of the field and hounds took on
the hedge into the water. One of my hounds got away with it the first time
but pushed his luck for a secoadd took a ducking. Although horse and rider
were fine if not a bit smiéy and dirty but not to be outlone one of the field
decided to joined him!

Please see the Visualise website for these great pictuves.ivisualise.com

Or follow the link on the front page of our website.

Michala

SENIORITEAMSHOWIUMPINGREPORT

29TH MARCH ATEAGLESFIELIEFQUESTRIANCENTRE ASHKENT

As Jean our normal Chef Qriip, was busy with the Junior Teams who had
gualified for Harpury, | volunteered to be ChefedQuip for this event as my
horse Dillon lives there.


http://www.ivisualise.com/

Our original team consisted of Chris Zahner (riding Suki) and me riding in the
Novice and Micky Blackburn in the Opdtfiowever Micky's horse decided tﬁ)@
get a foot infectim a few days before, so a bit of jiggling about was required.
Kim Deakin riding Emerald Isle stepped up to make up the tessrDillon

had been jumping the 3' classes at Eafigdd over the winter season, | took

on the Open place leaving Kim to relaxhe Novice ( honest | only saw her

nip to the loo once which is unhead of with Kim)as she had not show

jumped for some months.

It should be noted, that this was Chris's first time on team, laad/as
nervous about the day and letting us dowHowever | provided him with
horse box friendly

directions, an

emergency mobile

numberin case of

getting lost (which

| then dropped

and left in Dillon's

stable overnight)

and a complete

list of things he

need to

remember to pack

and bring with

him.

The day wasairly

civilised

considering the clocks had gone forward, as there wasi@dwarmup and
team class before, leaving us all to turn up around D&lon typically was at
the far end of the field when | went to bring him-iso | moaned to my team
matesabout the long distance | had to go to get here.

Tom andJancame along to support us along with Chrfsiend Stephanie,

who groomed for Chriand let us share her cheesy chipfany thanks to our
Wa dzLIL2 NI ONB g Q | a UKSa angingafoyhdand | £ |
they are the unsung heroes who make everything so much easier for us. Not
N/
X/
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