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Rodney Fuller 01883 652155 President 
Kim Deakin 020 86512481 Chairman 
Michala Blackburn 01883 650178 Vice Chairman 
Bob Kirk 01883 652028 Treasurer 
Helen Burrows 01372 363068 Membership 
Sian Evans 01959 564953 Secretary 

Members  
Chris Zahner  Advertising 
Jane Fane 01883 347180 XC Practice Days 
Nick Fuller 01883 650244 Mock Hunts 
Mary Gee-Smith 01322 383572 Schedules 
Debbie Norris 01474 745512 Newsletter 
David Wickham 01883 652119 Mock Hunts 
Sian Littledyke 07812 457180 Teams/Clinics 
Jean Bywater  Teams 
Kelle Fry 07528 942968 Website 
Tom Deakin 020 86512481 Website/Merchandising 
Judy Bartram 01883 653121  
Ted Blackburn 01883 650178  
Lyn Palmer 07941302835  
Jo Matthews 01342 893892  

 

Spring has sprung; the grass has riz... what a lovely weekend. Even as I write 
ǘƘƛǎ LΩƳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ L Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜΗ 

This Easter weekend we have our Hunter Trials scheduled ς ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛǊ 
weather. Indeed if anyone feels the need for an excuse to sit outside and soak 
up some spring air, Kim would love to hear from you as she can always use 
ƎƻƻŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇ ƧǳŘƎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŦŜƴŎŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ȅƻǳ 
might even get near the water with the potential for entertainment (sorry 
competitors, you know the spectators love to see you take a tumble in the 
drink) 

Hope to see many of you out on the 12th... 

Debbie. 
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FARMERS DINNER & DANCE REPORT 2009 
I volunteered to write this up as I have not been to a Dinner & Dance for a 
few years due to work commitments and as a previous organiser it was nice 
to sit back, relax and enjoy it, appreciating the amount of hard work that goes 
into it. 

Firstly thanks to Jo Lord for helping to find us a new and lovely venue, the 
Selsdon Park Hotel, which was large enough to hold 240 of us plus room for a 
Dance Floor and Band. She also helped with the successful raffle.   

The choice of courses at a large 
formal dinner was a first, and 
seemed to go down well. 
Everyone on my table rather 
enjoyed the food, the service and 
the wine judging by the few 
reported sore heads in the 
morning!! I did hear that one table 
had a rather nice waiter who 
seemed to be constantly being 

asked for additional glasses, knives to replace dropped ones etc, but we shall 
say no more about that! 

The tables were beautifully decorated by Jo Matthews and her team of 
helpers. Some of you may 
have noticed the large silver 
balloons in the shapes of W 
D H.  There should have 
been a silver C, but it 
escaped from WƻΩǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ 
Ellie and floated off over 
the golf course whilst being 
unloaded from the car, 
much to her dismay! 

Also thanks to our 
Chairman Kim Deakin who 
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did a marvellous job selling tickets, collecting menu choices and organising 
the table plans; not to mention her speech and Hunt Photos slide show 
shown during coffee. As she said in her speech, she has not organised 
anything bigger than a Hunter Trial before now and so it was certainly her 
biggest challenge for the club!  I think that she is now on first name terms 
with most of the staff at Selsdon Park Hotel!!! I know that she would wish 
¢ƻƳΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǘƻƻ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ όŀƴŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘΗύ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 
up all of the technical bits for her. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōŀƴŘ .ƻǿƳŀƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ YƛƳΣ ǿas excellent and 
she has already booked them again for next year!  After dinner and a few 
quick speeches, the dance floor was full all night, even overflowing onto the 
adjacent free carpeted area, including poles (not that any of the committee 
tried their hand at Pole Dancing!).  Also on hand for those wishing to chat and 
catch up with old friends, were several adjacent bars and seating areas. 

Thank you to Debbie Baird who gave a quick speech to represent the Farmers 
and also to our President, Rodney Fuller who presented Mike Potts with a 
beautiful silver tankard engraved with his catch phrase (or at least one of 
ǘƘŜƳΗύ ΨYƛŎƪ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳΗΩ aƛƪŜ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

on the Mock Hunt Sub Committee 
after 11 years and this was a token to 
thank him for being such a great 
ambassador for the club at the Mock 
Hunts.  

It was lovely to see everyone in their 
finery, and not with flat hair, bits of 
hay attached to their jods or any of 
the usual complements to horse 
riding.  Lots of people seemed to 
enjoy having their photograph taken 
by the professional photographer 
present with their friends and 
partners looking very glam. He was 
certainly kept very busy for most of 
ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀ 
chance to get his details, his website 
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address is www.tealphoto.co.uk .  

Kim received some lovely texts and emails after the Dinner & Dance which 
were very much appreciated and while I know that some people felt that the 
drinks were a little on the pricey side, this clearly did not detract from a very 
enjoyable evening! The feedback has been so positive that Kim is currently in 
the process of booking for next year and is trying to negotiate a better deal 
on the wine prices and also a later finish.  

My thanks also to Edina, for taking all the ribbing from Jo and myself about 
not wearing her usual belt! Sorry Edina! 

I hope everyone enjoyed themselves as much as I did; it was great to see so 
many people there. It was clearly a great success and I look forward to see 
you at our next Farmers Dinner & Dance. 

Mary Gee  

 

BEGINNERΩS MOCK HUNT  
22ND MARCH 2009 

The last of the seasons hunts was a BeginnerΩs at Warren Barn which fell on a 
lovely spring day with perfect weather if not a little hot under a hunt coat! 

 Building up to this there were some concerns on my part to who would be 
about i.e. Masters: with David Wickham on a very long holiday, Nick Fuller 
trying to kill himself Team Chasing(!), Chris Zahner without a ride (and open 
to suggestions!), Kim Deakin not wanting to take a fresh Emmy in front, Mick 
Potts with a bad back and Ted wanting to take an easier option with Razz who 
pulls like a train. 

 As you can see my options were getting very limited... 

 Well on the day John WickƘŀƳ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǊƛŘŜΤ Mick Potts made 
it, even if he was a bit delicate and decided to not do much jumping; Ted 
Blackburn at the rear and a new Master for the day Jean Bywater on her big 
bay I/D who took position as Field Master. 

http://www.tealphoto.co.uk/
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 This was a great relief as she did a wonderful job... having a pro to take over 
was rather useful, one ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƘǳƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tȅǘŎƘƭŜȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ 
know!! 

 !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ōƛƎ ŀǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
first timers.  Some of these had said they were told there was no downhill 
work?! For those who ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ²ŀǊǊŜƴ .ŀǊƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ lots of hills and 
when you go up them at some point in time you will have to go down them!  

 For this reason we made a concerted effort to walk down the hills before 
setting off, also allowing those at the back to get down before the ups. A few 
of the field decided ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ǘoo well 
when I found them at the top of a hill before the hounds! 

 As always the field should always stay behind the Field Master not just 
because we know where weΩre going, ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
where weΩre allowed! Also on this point, if you do wish to call it a day at some 
point during the hunt you need to let the Field Master know and confirm 
which way to go home (as we donΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ ŀƴŘ 
need to know where you are). 

 But all in all we had a lovely day and a few of the field and hounds took on 
the hedge into the water. One of my hounds got away with it the first time 
but pushed his luck for a second and took a ducking. Although horse and rider 
were fine if not a bit smelly and dirty but not to be out-done one of the field 
decided to joined him! 

 Please see the Visualise website for these great pictures www.ivisualise.com 

Or follow the link on the front page of our website. 

 Michala

 

SENIOR TEAM SHOW JUMPING REPORT  
29TH MARCH AT EAGLESFIELD EQUESTRIAN CENTRE, ASH KENT  

As Jean our normal Chef de Quip, was busy with the Junior Teams who had 
qualified for Hartpury, I volunteered to be Chef de Quip for this event as my 
horse Dillon lives there. 

http://www.ivisualise.com/
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Our original team consisted of Chris Zahner (riding Suki) and me riding in the 
Novice and Micky Blackburn in the Open.  However Micky's horse decided to 
get a foot infection a few days before, so a bit of jiggling about was required.  
Kim Deakin riding Emerald Isle stepped up to make up the team.  As Dillon 
had been jumping the 3' classes at Eaglesfield over the winter season, I took 
on the Open place leaving Kim to relax in the Novice ( honest I only saw her 
nip to the loo once - which is unheard of with Kim) as she had not show 
jumped for some months. 

It should be noted, that this was Chris's first time on team, and he was 
nervous about the day and letting us down.  However, I provided him with 
horse box friendly 
directions, an 
emergency mobile 
number in case of 
getting lost (which 
I then dropped 
and left in Dillon's 
stable overnight) 
and a complete 
list of things he 
need to 
remember to pack 
and bring with 
him. 

The day was fairly 
civilised 
considering the clocks had gone forward, as there was a Junior warm-up and 
team class before, leaving us all to turn up around 12.  Dillon typically was at 
the far end of the field when I went to bring him in - so I moaned to my team 
mates about the long distance I had to go to get here. 

Tom and Jan came along to support us along with Chris's friend Stephanie, 
who groomed for Chris and let us share her cheesy chips. Many thanks to our 
ΨǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŎǊŜǿΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ Ƙanging around and 
they are the unsung heroes who make everything so much easier for us. Not 


